AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

x.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

By the King

HENRY R.                                    [Westminster, Feb. 13, 1539.]

Trusty and right well-beloved, we greet you well . . . Upon
the receipt hereof ye shall resort unto the Emperor, and like as ye
have done already of yourself, so shall ye now in our name not
only declare unto him that we have been credibly informed that
our rebel and traitor Pole is coming towards him, as sent Legate
to the Bishop of Rome, but also that forasmuch as the said Pole
is by -the laws of our realm found manifestly to be our rebel and
cankered traitor against our crown royal and the Majesty of the
same, ye shall in our name require him, that in case the said
Pole be not as yet arrived within this his realm and dominions,
that then he shall not only forbid unto him the entry and access
unto the same, but also command his officers and subjects in no
wise to admit and suffer him to be or remain there, but to expel
him out thereof if he shall be entered therein. And in case the
said Pole shall be arrived already to the^ Emperor's court, then
ye shall require -the Emperor in that case that he will not only
forbear all manner conference and communication with him, and
in no wise to give ear unto his words, nor honourably recueil
nor entertain him, but rather to despise him and contemn him
like a rank traitor; and according to the treaties and alliances
between us confirmed at Cambrai, (the copy whereof, as much
as concerneth this point, ye shall receive herewith for your better
instruction) to show unto him no manner of favour nor support,
but command him out like a rebel traitor unto us his ancient ally
and friend, and cause him incontinent to depart out of all his
dominions, and in no wise to come, abide, or return into the
same or any place thereof. And in case the Emperor shall
answer unto you that the said Pole is sent thither rather for our
good and common quiet in Christendom, than to perform any
thing against us, then shall you answer thereto, that the said
Pole having once traitorously thus persisted against us, (who not
only made his house and whole family of nought, and enhanced
them to so high degree, nobility and honour as they have been,
as long as they were true and fidele unto us, but also, amongst